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Lesson #24: Life of Paul (A)

I. Introduction

A historical perspective on the growth of the Early Church suing an outline of Acts (from
Talk through the Bible)

A.
B.
C.

The power of the church

The progress of the church

The witness in Judea and Samaria

1.
2.
3.
4.

Philip
Saul
Peter

Early church witness

The witness to the end of the earth

1.

First missionary journey
Jerusalem council

Second missionary journey
Third missionary journey

Trip to Rome
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(1:1-2:47)
(3:1-8:4)
(8:5-12:25)
(8:5-40)
(9:1-31)
(9:32-11:18)
(11:19-12:25)
(13:1-28:31)
(13:1-14:28)
(15:1-35)
(15:36-18:32)
(18:23-21:16)
(21:17-28:31)



Il. The apostle Paul

A. Abrief biography of Paul

(Nelson’s Complete Book of Maps and Charts)

Training:

Early Religion:
Salvation:
Called to

Missions:
Roles:

Achievements:

End of Life:

Origin:

Tarsus in Cilicia (Acts 22:3)

Tribe of Benjamin (Phil. 3:5)

Learned tentmaking (Acts 18:3)

Studied under Gamaliel (Acts 22:3)

Hebrew and Pharisee (Phil 3:5)

Persecuted Christians (Acts 8:1-3; Phil. 3:6)

Met the risen Christ on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:1-8)

Received the infilling of the Holy Spirit on the street called Straight (Acts 9:17)

Church to Antioch was instructed by the Holy Spirit to send out Paul to the work (Acts 13:1-3)
Carried the gospel to the Gentiles (Gal. 2:7-10)

Spoke up for the church at Antioch at the council of Jerusalem (Acts 15:1-35)

Opposed Peter (Gal. 2:11-21)

Disputed with Barnabas about John Mark (Acts 15:36-41)

Three extended missionary journeys (Acts 13-20)

Founded numerous churches in Asia Minor, Greece and possibly Spain (Rom. 15:24, 28)
Wrote letters to numerous churches and various individuals which now make up one-fourth of our
New Testament

Following arrest in Jerusalem, was sent to Rome (Acts 21:27; 28:16-31)

According to Christian tradition, released from prison allowing further missionary work in
Macedonia; rearrested, imprisoned again in Rome, and beheaded outside of the city

B. Note his place in the flow of New Testament history

Paul’s Apostolic Career
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C. Note the impact of his work geographically

The Life of Paul

2(

\ Rome (Acts 25); traveled by ship to Rome

Later missionary work: On second missionary tour, carried the
gospel further west to the province of Macedonia and the
cities of Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, and Corinth
(Acts 16—18); on third missionary tour, worked with churches
at Ephesus, Troas, and Miletus (Acts 19; 20).

Early missionary work: Worked with
Barnabas to reach Gentiles through the
church at Antioch of Syria (Acts 11:19-26);

on first missionary tour, visited island of
Cyprus and the cities of Antioch of Pisidia,
Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe (Acts 13, 14).
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Years of preparation:
After his conversion,
Paul worked with the

Christians in

Damascus (Acts 9:22),
the desert regions of

Arabia (Gal. 1:17), and

Jerusalem. Opposition

from the Jewish leaders

drove him to Tarsus
(Acts 9:26-30), where
he apparently worked

% for about ten years.

Trip to Rome and final days: Mobbed by
Jewish zealots, Paul appealed his case to

for a formal hearing (Acts 27); in Rome as e | Early life and conversion: Born in

a prisoner, he continued to proclaim the . { Tarsus; both a Jew and a Roman citizen
gospel (Acts 28:17-31); possibly died at (ACts 22: 3) studllad under the Jewish
Roman executioner's hand about Ap. 68. G

the aaﬂy Christi at

Jerusalem (Acts 8:3); converted to
Christianity through a vision of Christ
on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:1-9).
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D. Atime line of Paul’s epistles

Time Line of Paul’s Epistles

First Roman Second Roman ADT0
Imprisonment Imprisonment Destruction of
First Second Third Fourth B0 Mot ﬁﬁmﬂém
Missionary Missionary Missionary Missionary of the church
Journey Journey u Journey 60-63 Journey 67-68
e s Soil sl o]
Galatia Jerusalem Macedonia Asia Trials Rome 63-67 Rome
Council Achaia
Greece
AD 48 49 50 53 57 60 63 67 68 95
Galatians 1 Thessalonians| | 1 Corinthians Ephesians 1 Timothy 2 Timothy
Place: Antioch Place: Corinth Piace: Ephesus Place: Rome Place: Macedonia Piace: Rome
Date: 48-49(7) Date: 51-52 Date: 56-57 Date: 60-63 Date: 62-66 Date: 66-67
2 Thessalonians| | 2 Corinthians Colossians Titus
Place: Connth Place: Macedonia Place: Rome Place: Macedonia
Date: 51-52 Date: 56-57 Date: 60-63 Date: 62-66
Galatians Philemon
Place: Antioch Place: Rome
Date: 55-577 Date: 60-63
Romans Philippians
Place: Corinth Place: Rome
Date: 577 Dale: 60-63

Nelson's Complete Book of Bible Maps and Charts © 1993 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.

lll. So what?

What if Paul had not come to Christ on that road to Damascus? How would your life be
different?
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